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Hangeul

Hangeul, which is the name of the Korean alphabet, was invented in 15th century by King Sejong (4lZth<h).
The following are the letters which represent the Korean vowels and consonants.

vowels
2%} (letter) 22| (sound value) ‘ 27} (letter) | 42| (sound value)
= Ced 4 e
o [ a ] ol [ e ]
o [ o] o [ e
S [ ] el [ e ]
e [ o] <k [wa]
2 [ o 1 o  Lwel
= [ uw ] 9 [ 6/we ]
# [ v ] < [ wa ]
3”7 7777[71777]7 ) 94?7 ] [ we |
a o] i E] [ wwi ]
IR 2] [ 1 ]

To show the phonetic relations among the sounds represented by the simple vowels, they may be arranged in a
chart as shown in the following.

ur/front  r/central  ur/back r/back
high 1 -1 — e
mid Rl Bl | +
low L) IF

Note: ur stand for “unrounded” and r stand for “rounded”.
This vowel chart refers to positions of articulation in the mouth.




consonants

3% (etter) 22| (sound value) 0/ (name) A |22 (ound value] O/ (name)
= [ kel | 79 [ kisk ] | tewen [ k| 7% [ kit ]
= Con ] M [ oin ] A: 5| [eo TEe [ ovie ]
B, | [ W] 2 [ tigit | = [ P 1 se [ pip )
B Fairlle) & [ il ] & [ h ] 8% [ hiit]

e [om ] | @& [ mim] [ & 1 %719 [sapgijok]
2o ool pbidy | Bl Lopip ] i [ 0] 42 [sadigit]
oy o I S,i | MR [ st ] G [ p 1 e[ sanbiip ]
= [ o1 | °®([ iig] 0 [ s ] AAS[sasiot ]
= [sdz] | A% [ it ] » [ s ] A% [ sagdzit]
= [ ] s [ tsiit il =

A full or complete syllable in Korean consists of three parts

(1) the initial part, which is a consonant
(2) the medial part, which is a vowel

(3) the final part, which is a consonant

All syllables are not complete, so that the initial part or the final part or both may be lacking, but there is always a

medial part, that is, a vowel.

When the long stroke is vertical, the initial consonant comes on the left side of the vowel and when the long stroke

is horizontal, the initial consonant comes above the vowel.

C+V+C (consonant+vowel+consonant) &k =

C+V A}
V+C el
v Gl

If the syllable lacks an initial part (ex: V4C, V), the initial position in the syllable is filled by the letter * © " which is

silent in this position.




at
A2]o[2 1 Liasion (1)
In cases where a syllable has Patthim(g2!), and the first
sound of the following syllable begins with a vowel, the
Patthim is pronounced as the first sound of the following
syllable.

® -

Z=Aa| £[7] 1 Nasalization (1)

/u/. /o) ¥el ¥El /u/ — [O]

IWhen a syllable has the Patthim /=/ and the first sound
of the following syllable is /L_/ or /&/, the Patthim / &1/
is pronounced as the nasal sound [ 1] under the influence
of the following sounds /L, @/,

© -
uUg Bha| 57|
Seven(representative) Syllable-final sounds
g ool By /e, A, M, X, %, B/ — (]
The representative sound of the Patchim /A, A,
X, %, E/is[]for consonants at the end of words or
in front of consonants of following syllables.

@ -
ElA2| £|7] 1 Tensification (1)
Y [, &, =] fe /A =[]
In cases where a syllable ends with [, =, &]andthe
first sound of the following syllable is / -1/, the latter / =1/

is pronounced as the tensed sound [T1].

A2/0|2 2 liaison (2)

In cases where a syllable has Patthim, and the first sound
of the following syllable begins with a vowel, the Patthim
is pronounced as the first sound of the following syllable.

ot
HMiAz| [7] 1
(Consonantal) Alternation to aspirate sounds (1)
/M8 —[3), /8/+/7/) — [3]
Whenever / &/ is placed before or after /1/, the sound

of /71/ changes to the aspirated sound / [ =]

©-

O|Z2 /4|/ Diphthong /4 /
When the diphthong /4| / is placed with constants, the
sound of /4| / changes to the sound of simple vowel [ 4| ]

ot
BEA2| =711
Assimilation into the liquid sound 1
/2/ @9 /o) —[2]

When /L_/ is placed before /=/, it is pronounced as the
liquid sound [ 2] because / L/ is assimilated into / 2/.
As an exception, the /2/ in the following words are
pronounced [ L]




@-
A2 E|7] 2 Nasalization (2)

/vl /a/ YoM eE /2/ —[o]

When a syllable has the Patthim, / =1/ and the first sound
of the following syllable is a nasal sound /L_/ or /@/, the

Patthim / 1/ is pronounced as the nasal sound [©] under
the influence of the following sounds /L, @/.

ot
542 £0|7| 1 sound of/ 5/ reduction (1)
25 HolM EH /5/
/& / is almost not pronounced between the voiced
sounds.

@ -

ElA2| 7| 2 Tensification (2)

3 [, &, =] HY /o/ — /x/

When a syllable ends with [, =, =] and the
following syllable begins with /= /, the sound of /=/
changes to the tensed sound [ ].

ot
= 7}X| &2 Optional pronunciation

StQlct (ot ot

SUCH [HED KAl

=0f [=]0f/ =/od]

<2|9| [*a2le)/22(d]

gizzolof [aIFxFolo|/RIFZolof)
0|2 [0|2/0]|2]

Ot 2 [otL]2/ ot 2]

@® -
ZuAe| g7]2

(Consonantal) Alternation to aspirate sounds (2)
Ieiie] = 18] [s/+c)—[s]
Whenever /& / is placed before or after /=/, the sound
of /= / change to the aspirated sounds [£ ]

@-

el =ol7] 1

Complex Patthim (Word-final) Simplification

If a complex Patchim is the final consonant of a word or
appears before a consonant of the next syllable, complex
Patthim is pronounced as one of the two consonants.
In front of a vowel, however, the first consonant of the
complex Patchim is pronounced as the final sound of the
syllable which has the complex Patchim and the second
one is pronounced as the first sound of the following
syllable.

@® -

QUMEAE| 7| Palatalization

[/ %9 Je/ =) [x], /e/ —[x]

The syllable-final consonants /=, &/, change to the
palatal sounds [x, x]in real pronunciation, if the
following syllable begins with the vowel / | /.

® -

ElA2| £/7| 3 Tensification (3)

23 [, =, &) 88 /4] — [M]

When a syllable ends with [7, =, =] and the
following syllable begins with / A/, the sound of / A/

changes to the tensed sound /Ax/.
In addition, in cases where a word is derived from




Chinese, / A/ which follows Patchim /2/ is also

pronounced / Ax/.

3
22 0{22! Vowel Harmony - 247 A|X|
Johil ALk
fs = |+
/et +d —

When the last vowels /4, — —, |/inaverb
stem come together with the tense-suffix /%4/, both the
syllables are compounded as follows. In cases where
there is no Patchim in the verb stem, and the last vowel in
the verb stem is / 4 /, however, the / { / is dropped.

When the last vowels / |, -/ in a verb stem come
together with the tense-suffix /Q}/, both the syllables
are compounded as follows. In cases where there is no
Patchim in the verb stem, and the last vowel in the verb
stemis/ |/, however, the / -/ is dropped.

When the last vowel in a verb stem is / |/, we add /Qt
/ as the past tense-suffix. But as an exception, the verb

‘SICt is followed by with /%/ and generally, /5t/+/
S/ is compounded into /34/.

ot

28 /4/, /H/ Simple Vowels /4 /, /H/

//is pronounced at the front of the tongue, with mouth
more open and tongue middle.

/ H /s pronounced at the front of the tongue, with mouth
wide open and tongue low.

il
s A2 50/7]| 2
f the Patchim /&/ (15, 25)is followed by a voiced

sound, the / S/ is almost reduced.

3.

B O oo ws

The pronunciations of the words for flowers,

When we pronounce the word /Z2/, in cases where the
following syllable begins with a vowel the Patchim /X / is
pronounced at the first sound of the following syllable.
While, in cases where /Z2/ is at the end of words or in
front of consonants of the following syllables, the Patchim
/%/is pronounced as / /.

If the word is a compound and the second element begins
with [0]], the pronunciation of the word inserts as [L] to
the second element and the final [ =] assimilates to [ L]
before the intrusive [ L]

It
{ZA2| Alveolars / A/, /m/
The sound of / A/ is [s] for the first sound of a syllable,
while for the final consonant of a word or in front of a
consonant, its sound is [t].
The sound of /m/ is [s'] for the first sound of a syllable,
while, in front of a consonant, its sound is [t].
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ot
22 /4/, /1l/ Vowels /|/ /-l/

The vowel /+|/ is pronounced at the front of the tongue,
with mouth more open and tongue middle with rounded lips.

The vowel /-/ is pronounced at the front of the tongue,
with mouth slightly open and tongue high with rounded lips.

i3
7Mlaz| £7] 3
(Consonantal) Alternation to aspirate sounds(3)
/8] +/8/ — [m]
Whenever / &/ is placed before or after /&/, the sound
of /&/ change to the aspirated sounds [ ]

@-

R42| 57| 2 Nasalization (2)
/a/, o] el /2] — [L]

When /2/ is placed after the nasals /o/ and / O/, the
sound of /2/ changes to the nasal sound [L_].

@ -

ZA2| 5|7 3 Nasalization (3)

/u/, /] %9l [e] — [L]

[=]infront of /L, ©/ is pronounced as the nasal
sounds [L]

@

ElA2| E|7| 4 Tensification(4)

@ [0, ©, 8] § /x/ — =/

When a syllable ends with [, =, =] and the
following syllable begins with /x/, the sound of /x/
change to the tensed sound [xx].

2t
Q| MEAR| Palatals /x/ /x/ /=/

The sound of /x/ is ts] for the first sound of a word, or
[dz] if it is placed between the voiced sounds. Or as the
final consonant of a word or in front of a consonant, its
sound is [t].

The sound of /xx/ s [ts'].

The sound of /x/ is [ts"] for the first sound of a syllable,
while for the final consonant of a word or in front of a
consanant, its sound is [t].

8-

7HdiAa| g7] 4

(Consonantal) Alternation to aspirate sounds(4)
/8/+/x — [x], [x/+/5] — [X]
Whenever /5/ is placed in front of /x/, the sound of

/ %/ changes to the aspirated sounds [ X] by mixing with
/8]

It
Zwa o171 2
Complex / 3/ Patchim Simplification




If a complex /& / Patchim is the final consonant of a
word or appears before a consonant of the next syllable
complex /& / Patthim is pronounced as one of the two

consonants.

@I'-I

ol& Ag2|Labials/8/ /w/ /u/ /o/

/8/ is the sound made between lips. For pronouncing
/d/, we have to first close our lips at first and then
strongly push forward the air in our mouth. In real
pronunciation, the sound of / =/ is [b] between the voiced
sounds (vowels, L., O, ©, 2), while itis [p] for the
final consonant of a word or in front of a consonant.

/u/ is a more tensed sound than /=/ and we can make
this sound by tensifying the laryngeal muscle.

/m/ as an aspirated sound, has the mixed sound /&/
with /&/. As the final consonant of a word or in front of a
consonant, its sound is [p].

/0/is the sound made when we close our lips and then
make an air stream out of our nose.

6 -

s848| g7] 2

Assimilation into the liquid sound(2)

When /L/ that is placed before or after /2/, it is
pronounced as the liquid sound [2] because /L / is

assimilated into /2/.

As an exception, the /2/ in the following words are
pronounced [L].

@l}

5842| 0|8/2 =/Liquid sound liaison

In cases where /2/ begins a syllable and is not
proceeded by a syllable ending in /2/, its pronunciation
is [r]. (Lt2H)

However, in cases where /2/ begins a syllable proceeded
by a syllable ending in /2/, the pronunciation of bath /2
/is . (ail)

6o

4+al /2/ Alveolar, Liquid Patchim /2/

In combination with a vowel, the sound of /2/ is
changed from [[] to [r].

That is, as a syllable-initial sound, /2/ is pronounced [},
and as a syllable-final sound, it is pronounced [1].

When a syllable-final /2/ combines with a particle,
ending or suffix beginning with a vowel, it is pronounced
[r] as the first sound of the following syllable.

€ -

A a2l /=/ /3] [E] [m]

/ =/ is a sound made by compounding /x/ and /& /. For
the first sound of a syllable, its sound is [ts"], and as the
final consonant of a word or in front of a consonant, its
sound is [t].




/=/is a sound made by compounding / 1/ and / & /. For
the first sound of a syllable, its sound is [k"], and as the
final consonant of a word or in front of a consonant, its
sound is [k].

/&/ is a compounded sound made by compounding /=
/and /&/. For the first sound of a syllable, its sound is
[t*], and as the final consonant of a word or in front of a
consonant, its sound is [t].

/1x/ is a sound made by compounding / &/ and /& /. For
the first sound of a syllable, its sound is [p"], and as the
final consonant of a word or in front of a consonant, its
sound is [p].

@ -

s2azl/c/ g/ /x/

The sound of /=/is [t] for an initial sound of a word or as
the final consanant of a word, or in front of a consonant,
while its sound is [d] between the voiced sounds.

The sound of /cc/ s [t] for the first sound of a syllable.

The sound of /&/ is [t"] for the first sound of a syllable,
while its sound is [t] for the final consonant of a word or in

front of a consonant.

@ .

Rag| 57| 4

/ol /o] YoM BE /a/ — [o]

When a syllable has the Patthim / 1/ and the first sound
of the following syllable is a nasal sound /L/ or /T/,

the Patthim /=1/ is pronounced as the nasal sound /O/
under the influence of the following sounds /L., ©/.

@ -
0|Z23/44/, /+/ The Diphthongs /+t/, /+/

The sound of diphthong /-t/ is the combination of back
central rounded vowel /—/ and mid low vowel / | /.

The sound of diphthang /-/ is the combination of back
high rounded vowel /=/ and mid central vowel / 4 /.
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