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Chapter 1. TOPIK Ovewiew

WHAT IS TOPIK?
TOPIK, Test of Proficiency in Korean, is a written test designed to measure the
ability of non-native speakers for expression and comprehension in the Korean
language.
TOPIK test measures profidency in reading, writing, and listening comprehension
in the Korean language. The test has three different levels: Beginner, Intermediate
and Advanced. Further accuracy is expressed through six grades, two matched to
each level to evaluate proficiency.
PURPOSE OF EXAM
- To propagate and set direction for learning Korea for non-native Korean
speakers and overseas Koreans.
- To measure and evaluate their Korean language skills and utilize the results
for in-Korea colleges and job-seeking
APPLICANT QUALIFICATION
Overseas Koreans and foreigners for whom Korean is a second language and who:
« Aim to learn the language and enter in-Korea universities
- Seek jobs in companies and public institutions in Korea and overseas
- Reside overseas or are attending/graduated from a foreign school
WHO ADMINISTERS THE TOPIK TEST?
National Institute for International Education (NIED), which operates directly
under the Ministry of Education, Sdence and Technology, is responsible for the

general management of the test, such as supervising institutions administering



the test in domestic and overseas |ocations.

The Ministry of Education

www, moe,go, kr

National Institute for
International Education

www_niied.go kr
'/ +02-2-3668-1300

Institutions in Korea

20Areas 62Nations. 177 Areas

Institutions Overseas

FOR WHOM IS THE TOPIK INTENDED?

This comprehensive test is intended for non-native speakers of Korean, such as
Korean language learners, international students who want to study in Korea as
well as individuals who would like to work in Korean companies and public insti-
tutions.

The test also serves as an excellent opportunity to receive formal certification for
those who expect to use Korean in their careers. Students of Korean who take the
test will also learn which aspects of the language they need to concentrate on in
future study.
TOPIK TEST STRUCTURE

TOPIK is divided into four sections:

1. Vocabulary & Grammar

2. Writing

3. Listening

4. Reading.
Each section is graded out of 100 points with a possible total of 400 points for the
total exam. The test includes composition, listening and multiple choice sections.
The test consists of two go-minute sessions with a 30-minute break in between.
The first session tests vocabulary & grammar, and writing, and the second session
tests listening and reading.
There are three different levels: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced. Test takers
who meet the requirements will be issued a formal certificate with one of six pos-
sible grades: low beginner (level 1), high beginner (level 2), low intermediate (level
3}, high intermediate (level 4), low advanced (level 5}, and high advanced (level 6).
TOPIK PASS AND FAIL SCORES
In order to score grades 1, 3 or 5 you need to get an average score over 50% and
not less than 40% in any one section. To achieve grades 2, 4 or 6 you need to get

an average score over 70% and not less than 50% in any orne section.



Ditficulty Levels

Example of Passing Decision

A testee with a score of “Vocabulary/Grammar 82points, Writing 48points, Listening 76points, and
Reading BOpoints would qualify in which level?

-Total Average Score : 71.5points (286 Total + 4 Areas)
- Individual Score (level 1 : lower than 40points, level 2 : lower than 50 points) : Writing 48pojnts
- Qualified Level : Level 1
- The testee scored an average of 71.5 paints which exceeds the passing score of level 2,
but the individual writing score ks between 40 and 50, 5o the testee only qualifies for level 1.

Following is the brief description of the language skills demanded of each grade.
[Beginner level]

1st Grade Use of basic commands of Korean for survival, such as greeting, pur-
chasing, ordering, etc. Expressing and understanding oneself in simple everyday
conversation by making simple sentences from 800 basic words.

2nd Grade Discussion of familiar topics employing a vocabulary of about
1,500~2,000 words. Distinguishing correctly between formal and informal situa-
tions.

[Intermediate level]

3rd Grade Carrying out transactions with people in public spaces and maintaining
social relationships. Understanding the correct usage of words and speech. Com-
mand of fundamental characteristics of Korean.

4th Grade Comprehension of news articles, general social issues and abstract top-
ics with accuracy and fluency. Comprehension of Korean sodal and cultural con-
tents relying on essential idioms and understanding of representative aspects of
Korean culture.

[Advanced Level]

sth Grade High fluency in using the Korean language in professional research or
work. Understanding and discussing less unfamiliar topics in politics, economics
and other fields. Usage of appropriate expressions, distinguishing formal and
informal, written and spoken, by context.

6th Grade Absolutely fluent in the Korean language for professional research or
work, Capacity to understand and express oneself without problem, although with-
out the full fluency of a native speaker.

HOW CAN | REGISTER FOR THE TOPIK TEST?

In Korea: If you are in Korea, you can register for the test online on www.iop-
ik.go.kr. The registration fee is KRW40000 which can be paid through debit/credit
card, online banking or direct bank transfer.

In Other Countries: In most of the countries, the Korean Embassies administer the
TOPIK tests. You have to visit the embassy with 2 passport size photographs and
aregistration fee (which varies country to country).

WHEN IS THE TEST CONDUCTED?

TOPIK test is conducted § times in a year inside Korea (January, April, July,



October, and November) and twice a year overseas (April and October). In most
countries, the beginner and advanced level TOPIK papers are in the morning and
the intermediate papers are held in the afterncon. Test is always held on Sundays
(in some countries on Saturdays as well).
HOW IS THE EXAM STRUCTURED?
TOPIK is a 3-hour exam, which is split into two go-minute papers.

« Paper 1 consists of two sections: vocabulary and grammar and writing

« Paper 2 also contains two sections — Listening and Reading Comprehension

Exam Exam

Wit c | L ec - 1 2l
Difficulty Section Subject Entrance Start  Ends
1st P Apkas 091 11:00
i Vocabulary.Grarmmar/Witing 08:10 09:30 00
Beginner Section s il
and
2nd ) . — s
Advanced Listening/Reading 11:10 11:30 | 13:00
Section
15t 3 = . : > o
Bt Vocabulary, Grammar/\Writing 14:10 14:30 18:00
SBChHon
Intermediate
Znd

Listening/Reading 16:10 1630 | 18:00

section
All questions are multiple choice except for the writing section in TOPIK (which

has some short answer questions and an essay).

QUESTION COMPOSITION

Total

Type of e : Witten  Multiple © Muliple Cholea /
Muitiple Cheice b ’
questions Answers | Choice | Choice ~ Choice  Witten
ANSWES
Number

of 30 4~B 10 30 104~10¢

Questions

Score 100 B0 40 100 100 400

IS THERE ANY SPECIAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR THE EXAM?

No. Anyone who is studying or have studied Korean Language can sit in the exam.
WHAT WILL BE THE VALIDITY PERIOD OF TOPIK SCORE?

TOPIK score is valid for 2 years.

TEST RESULT ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Test results are announced at the TOPIK website (www.topik.go.kr) and indi-

vidual score reports are sent to all test takers regardless of pass or fail.

- When checking through the website, you must know the test number (e.g. if you
took the 4th test, 4): application number and birth date.

- Level applied, area-specific score, total score, average score, and pass or fail are
declared on score report

SCORE REPORT SHIPPING

Score reports are sent out through individual mail to test takers in Korea.



For people who appeared in the test overseas, all score reports are sent to the affil- Chapter 2. New TOPIK Format

iated institution of that nation, who will be responsible for distributing to each test

taker. Recently some major changes were introduced in the structure of TOPIK test. A lot

Those who took the test overseas can also confirm their score on the website of things have been changed from the TOPIK level structure, sections of the test,

(www.topik. go.kr). number and type of questions to pass/fail scores. In this chapter we will be under-

PRINTING THE SCORE REPORT standing those change and the New Format of TOPIK.

- For the purpose of submitting score reports to institutions such as colleges or + The New Changed TOPIK Format will be implemented from the 35th TOPIK,

companies, score reports can be printed out on the website print page any time to be held in July, 2014. It means that if you are going to appear in 34th TOPIK

after paying a minimal fee. test (in April), you don't need to worry about anything. These test will follow
the old format and there will be no change in the paper pattern or anything

**For more information on the TOPIK test you can visit the official site htip:// else.

www.topik.go.kr or email us on admin @topikguide.com. » Changes to TOPIK Level Structure: In the old format, TOPIK had 3 levels —

AR R R R Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced and every level had 2 sub-levels ranging

from 1 to 6. Now in the new format, we still have 6 levels but there is a slight
change in the structure. Now, instead of 3 tests we have only 2 which they call
TOPIK IfLevel 1-2) [ 31=0}%8 A& [(1~2F) | & TOPIK I (Level 3-6) |
=0l EA Y O(3~6F) |- Intermediate and Advanced Test is com-

bined now.

A% ol FHA Y 2F(1~2F) #3olFHAIY I (1~2%)

#Zo| 5PN Y FF(B~43) o
) B2l UAY 2F 663 @Rl ¥AANH [(3~6F)

- Changes to Sections of TOPIK test: As we know, in the old format the test

had 4 sections — Grammar & Vocabulary, Writing, Listening and Reading.



Now they have removed Grammar & Vocabulary, Writing from Level 1 & 2
(i.e. TOPIK I). Now the beginner levels 1 and 2 have just two sections — Read-
ing and Listening. In TOPIK Il (Level 3-6), which is the new combined Inter-
mediate-Advanced test, they have kept 3 sections — Reading, Listening and
Writing and removed Grammar & Vocabulary. So overall, we can say that the
new format is more simplified and easier. Good news for all!

- Changes to Question Composition, Time and Marks: In the old format we
used to have 30 Multiple Choice Questions in Grammar-Vocab, Listening and
Reading sections and writing sections had 10 Multiple Choice Questions and
4-6 Short-answer/essay questions. In the new TOPIK structure, TOPIK | (Level
1-2) has a total of 70 Multiple Choice Questions - Reading {40 Questicns)
and Listening (30 Questions). TOPIK | has a total of 200 marks and the Test
Time is 100 Minutes. TOPIK Il (Level 3-6) has a total of 104 Questions - Read-
ing (50 Multiple Choice Questions) and listening (50 Multiple Choice Ques-
tions) and Writing (4 Short-answer/Essay Questions). TOPIK |l has a total of

300 marks and the Test Time is 180 Minutes.

Questions-“Reading-(40), -Listening-

TOPIK:I-(Level-1-2)-—70- 200-Marks—100-Minutes=

(30)=

TOPIK:II-(Level-3-6)-—104-Ques .-
Reading(50).-Listening(50),Writing-

300-Marks-—180-Min_= 1

(4)=

» Changes to Pass-Fail Score Rules: Currently in the old TOPIK structure, you
have to get a minimum score of 40 in all 4 sections to get levels 1, 3or5and a
minimum of 50 marks in all sections to get levels 2, 4 or 6. It means that if
you get 70 percent marks overall but 39 in one section you get Fail. It's really a
good news that now they have abolished this rule. Now they just see your
overall score and you get your level and pass/fail on the basis of total score
and marks in individual sections have nothing to do with it.

+ Change to frequency of TOPIK Test: Till 2013, TOPIK was held twice a year
(April & October) overseas and 4 times a year (January, April, July & October)
in Korea. Now they will hold the test 5 times in a year in Korea (January, April,
July, October & November). Overseas there will be two tests in a year as be-
fore.

» New Changed TOPIK Exam Structure and Test Timing —



Section Questions Time Remarks
(Minutes)
Beginner(1-2)  Listening 30 40 100 1%t Sitting
Reading 40 60
Intermediate- Listening 50 60 110 /1% Sitting
Advanced(3- | | -
Writing 4 50
6) |
Reading 50 70 70 2 Sitting

+ Changes to Writing section in Intermediate-Advanced Level: Now the writing
section has just 4 questions. There are 2 short answer questions where you
don't have any options to choose the answer from; you have to write the
phrase or sentence. Then you have two essay questions. One essay will be re-
lated to everyday life topics and will be easier to write while the other essay
will be a logical one where you will have to write your opinion on some issue
or something like that. The first essay will be shorter (200-300 characters)
and they will provide you some content as well in the form of hints/points.
The second essay will be a long one (600-700 characters) and will be almost
similar to the essays you are asked in the current format.

« How will they decide the levels? What will be the passing score for different
Levels? That is a major change that they have introduced. Now there is no

fixed passing score for particular levels (unlike in the old format where we had

passing score criteria of 509 & 70% average score). Now they will disclose
the cutoff marks on their website after the test is over and these cutoff marks
for different levels may vary every time. It seems like they are planning to
introduce the concept of relative evaluation to TOPIK test. They are not very
clear and specific about it yet but they have said that probably the minimum
passing mark for TOPIK | will be 100 out of 200 and for TOPIK Il it will be 120
out of 300. But actual passing cutoff will be disclosed only after the test is
over.

« Any Specific changes to question pattern? Will they get difficult?

No. The Question pattern will be very much the same. It will not get any more
difficult.

» Validity of TOPIK Certificate: 2 years.

« Is there any Sample Paper to understand and practice the New TOPIK For-
mat?

Yes, there is. You will find the sample paper (pdf) in this Package. You can
also check The Official TOPIK Netification about these changes.

« Who should | call if | have any query?

( & ©023668-1331 or e-mail: topik@moe.go.kr) or you can ask TOPIK GUIDE
(admin@topikguide.com).



Chapter 3. Guide to TOPIK Reading

The Reading Section measures your ability to read and understand diverse types of
texts (passages) in Korean. Reading is a critical skill in both academic and com-
mercial environments. Whether you work with a Korean company or study at a Ko-
rean university you will have to read a lot and comprehend the information pre-
sented in their textbooks or other reading materials. Three main types of reading
skills that TOPIK tests are:

1. Reading to find information

2. Basic comprehension

3. Reading to learn

The Reading Section in TOPIK has short texts, pictures and paragraphs where you
have to find certain information. Towards the end of the paper paragraphs get
longer and the topic and content of the text get difficult and less interesting. So,
most of the test takers start losing concentration and interest after 70% of the
paper. Most people also find the time not enough to finish all the question. What
generally happens is people read the texts in the beginning part very carefully and
spend more time on them than they should and in the later part when they find
longer and more difficult paragraphs and less time to solve them they lose hope.
Some people get so hopeless that even when they have 5-10 minutes in hand they
just give up and mark random answers for remaining questions. Therefore, you
must be not only good at reading but also very fast. To the end of this document
we will provide some important guidelines on how to prepare for the TOPIK Read-

ing and how to handle the reading test in order to improve your final score.

The main types of questions in the TOPIK reading section are following. To under-
stand them better you should watch the video instructions.
1. Read the text/notice/advertisement/other information and find the topic/subject

of the text

G A 28 Folt 2844 e E AF FEUY

1) A2 @ A+ D A4 D #n

obf U Yol T vy o) & efokel A3
slelwizd slob % S MM of vl %l & AR olokl-

@ A @ 93} @ A3} @ A=

2. Fill in the blanks with correct particle/noun/adjective/verb etc.

ol ( ). LA FEE ANEU:

DESUY QG @ uHsId @ 9eud



3. Read the text/notice/chart/instruction/event information etc. and find the true/ A o|=ol B4 & #al 20| ]
[T e

false statement

Chej:d 9
100
47t Q= 80
3F [z|op 2 60
2F =0 MAE - ‘I Fu02) |
_— de ou ” k22
0
B1 ZRpEH 2008 20094 20104 2011 2012 2013419
i} ® siel s 4 olu] 109 W Vol
D d 3oM dAE ¥ 5 Ay, @ 201080] ¥l 2013400] 9|39l B4 47} Hojek.
@ AsAe: At 4 o2 . @ 0126z el vla) g5 A /b G
@ AIRES 988 ‘-id i R4 1 @ sivict FFolAS5A 7 FA £ WA g
@ NG Aol Aoy o] 2o & ol ) 4. Fill in the blank space in the text with the most appropriate word/phrase/

sentence.



dAMAS Folahs ofolHe HolM AL 2 94 BFU A
ofml FREE Adel waMA dy A4s 44e U 29x
N7kl 91 wult} AZlolA A ARG ALk e ( )
ofoliE A it

( Joll gtute @& nEBPNL. (23)
@ §-2& oA @ e 94 ¥gx
@ ATEN =7 gn @ e AE WA

gqA" 714 9t 2] AL dng @o] ek Ra 29
Aol FFEelA np o} ¥ £ m FEA AU o dak
et ( ) AAE 7]17AAge] AYAA Sl A HE AR
G FAEE A HE A ALk o 7YYoy At §
ol 44 EoAAA Bl vkA £ Q&L 2E 9 AL fA Aejvely
f o]837] wiol vej7} oFalA: AR

( Joll Sejzt A%e AS =YL,
@ s+ @ AHd @ vk @ w3

t. Put the sentence in the most appropriate order so that they make a meaningful

and coherent paragraph

(7h Az §4HE FolsliA FRvig ddl

() 829 Ageli= ol Weol oA A3le] 91glshct,

(th &4 ALE & 5 glojA Ao etz u ofF Wihih

(2D 23d] 858 FRA}E A AL Al BE 5 AFHLE

@® ZH-(DhH-(h-(&h @ (7h-(h-(EH—(Dh
@ UH—-(h-(=H-(h @ ZD-(EH-0h—(xh

(7h add el Ae A w AFa e v @7|E Bl ¥,
(b Heh= meniglo] B3 o] A& AlvbolA 2 ¢ FEolot
(th ol&§ AbES didoleba &

(2D L2iA shdeli= AlgHEo] Yol A& Ax APE Ay Ak 3

thydh.
@ (hH-(hH-Ch—(=h @ (h—-(H-(H-(7h
@ (eh-EH-(h-(7h @ (h-(@H—-(hH-h

6. Find the most appropriate position in the text where the given word/phrase/

sentence/sentence will fit in



At FH $9 715E B2 q¥E AvUt (| O ) ZEA
uig 5 Z1AE Revdd ( © ) 2 713 A W@l gE
712 gt ( @ ) 2Ea Fe] v 7|ARd f An
WalFUs (@ ) 2N olEvtE Fa uiel AAE F 73
F A”ay

o E90) Fojzt e nEANL 24)

ojztol kol A whe WAahA ¥ 4 AAFYG

NG 20 @ e OB

F471 LobAW R7)i: B2 § WER WEEE R ( O )
ojef w7|& iggel WolAWA F¥ 7h4ae] 100804 3008} 5
234 W A (| © ) AT 271 FAL v 7hS] F709
g Aol A fl7] W] obf-l A% A gk ( © )
o W Sl FAE S0 ofie HE HAA ¥ AR FAF He
ott. ( @& )

<i 7>
SAR oA AlES 93 2AFAst A gt slelh

QA 2w @ © @
7. Read the News headline and choose a sentence that describes it the best (Inter-

mediate-Advanced)

Al AP, G5 AFvict A E

@ 8= A%d e B3ES g o T AVE #a v

@ 48 3Ael Q17171 B2 AEY wEkE dste AR Y Folth
@ A717F W& el wislgo] Qe AAtg wopot 24 $8& A3 vk
@ Qe BEHE Folshis AFRES 3lo] 48E Az duh) ¥ vy i,

READING SECTION PREPARATION STRATEGIES
1. Read, Read, Read. Read Korean texts a lot. Read paragraphs from Korean



language textbooks, short passages about Korean culture and general topics and
also practice with the reading section of past papers.
2. Find the purpose of the passage. Knowing the purpose of the reading you may
easily find what the writer is trying to accomplish. Most of the passages in TOPIK
will try to do the following:
- To Explain - to present the information on a specific topic in explanatory
manner. These texts contain mostly factual information.
« To Resolve - it aims at finding solution for some sort of dilemmas or ques-
tions that need answers. Usually there would be a debate.
« To convince - to persuade the reader of the validity of certain viewpoint or
idea. There would be opinions and support with evidence in those type of
passages.
3. Increase vocabulary. When reading wide variety of texts on different subjects you
should make a word list. Organize your list in topics for better results. Make flash-
cards to help you learn those word lists. Use the words learned in your writings
and speaking.
4. Take notes. During all sections of TOPIK note taking is allowed. It is a crucial
component for success. It is difficult to remember all facts and details from a read-
ing text in order to answer the questions. You also don't have enough time to
search for those again in the text. So, the solution is called note taking. When skim-
ming and reading the texts you should write down all important facts and details in
order to find them fast and easily when you need them.
5. Learn how to skim the text. Skimming means reading the text quickly to obtain

very first general impression on what the text is about, what its main idea is.

Skimming corresponds with Reading to find information objective in TOPIK. You
should develop your ability to skim quickly but at the same time to identify all
major points in the passage. Take notes.

6. Read after skimming. A good strategy is to skim the text one, then read the ques-
tion and answer options and then to read the passage again. This time read it more
carefully, but don't forget that you have limited time. Take notes. Identify the pas-
sage type - classification, cause/effect, compare/contrast, problem/solution, etc.

7. Try to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words in the passages, the context can
help to do that. Guessing the words from the context brings great advantages - you
save time and it doesn't disturb your comprehension of the texts.

8. Practice making general inferences and conclusions based on what is implied in
the text.

g. Read the options before seeing the chart In TOPIK reading section, some ques-
tions have charts and tables. You are asked questions based on the data presented
in them. If you see the chart without knowing what is being ask, the data will not
make any sense. And there is so much data in the chart that you can’t handle it in
that short time. So read the options one by one and check if that statement is cor-

rect or not according to chart.

TN PR T T T A PN T T T A A TR T T TR T A P T TR A TR T e P T



Chapter 4. Guide to TOPIK Listening 45h: SIBAL Si7IH AAA WY &= 37
The Listening section of TOPIK measures your ability to understand spoken Ko- WAk ol ofd AAAE WY =H.?
rean in various situations. Listening is the most difficult section of TOPIK for A7 oddo] AAA @ A7 & AAA U o WejA% SHeda. ¢
some people, especially for those who are learning Korean outside Korea and Agkel dve] 22
don't have the opportunity to listen to natural Korean. The listening is done mainly 2t ol&82 & Altel A fola of#lo)EE 7 Ale] A ol 8.
S g AT o) 9 MM EHFAY Py
1. Listening for basic comprehension.
2. Listening for pragmatic understanding. D WA AaAE A Faqs.
3. To connect and combine ideas presented in multiple information sources. @ WA AR BT Awn
The conversations and dialogues may be related to day to day situations; like — @ AR o A T AAAE ' A
conversation between friends/ strangers, conversation in shops, classroom, hos- @ oA JEd AAAE F o 18eUt
pital etc. or news, lecture, talk, debate, announcement, interview. Following are the 2. Asking for the expression (the most appropriate response) that would come
most common type of questions. To understand them better you should watch the next in the conversation.

video instructions.

1. Asking for information given in the conversation (like finding true or false state-

7}: skl =48
1}
@O FAFYL ® REAHFU.
@ & AWFy 0 % JAF

ment).




4 ol4l Aol A2zt | A 3t

s ARE Aok
A}

olah: wol YEYA? WY 1obs). ofoh U £4 o We AL ey

@ ¢ AdAEZ] Ao} EstEA.

@ upmw 3 SokE ok AL ¥

@ vighs|. vimA 3 LebgE 2 3ol
@ Y7z AT Aloje] M2 EojolA],

3. Finding the topic/subject/context/place of the conversation.

7} el 82
t}: o] Alghd ol o] AL FAolq 8.

0 71 @ olE @ 1%

@

A

W (5D AN 1Y 3o olo) 24 3L AFsHAFUL. vl
AN #7 RAMN L Eol2MA Aeldl ghob A7) vk,
AGAA Fedo] #d W) Fol Ash: A FAL, FA Foli:
AR A2 ohal 7] vkgheh Ak,

%, of@ olopl§ s QA mEyAL.
@ 7+ @ ) ® we @ A

4. Asking what the Man/Woman is thinking/doing/will do now. The conversations
are generally between a boy and a girl and you have to be very careful about who is

saying what.

oj#t: AAg ). A&l Aeia iz @ W B2 gof 922
Fah: Bl ARG AEAo] v B e. AZojA] A& 154 B,
olab: d, AR,

@ PAz ojAE 7ide]a gyt

2 A= AAYL Eojna sk
@ oA Agedel 7h= v A gy
@ A= A Mgl 7k Ao



ofzb: A A, 25 Aol WA @ £o8 FHE =AUAK?
g2kl 2Rid) 9.2

o]z}: oA o8 HA BAL =9 o ¥ F o8 =) #a.
wdal: agi E3ole. gdEdi: ¥ F o =de.

g2} o] L ojrie] FL7R?
ojz}: A% vl oo oM.

@ oA 4494 THE dskedr)

@ oAy § Eow FAS wekgrh
@ A F o AL =y4Urh
@ dA: 85 9HE 7 A B

What will the girl do right after the following conversation?

WAk oA s} 3 A7 YEA ¥ke]?

olzk: ofy. AN ZPARIA 7] Aol o] ¥A B S4E EA
wul gty upg A, Wzt 9 S99 glo)?

Wb A@el. Al o] Eute]. 2dl &4 WA F YA @ol? FE F
AN

ojz}: ekgko]. @71 & AAA.

® & Ak 2 < A,
@ 4T o @ ATE EeEt

5. Choosing the correct picture that describes the situation/context/location of the

conversation.




WA edivbe|c}. 11 Egk & Ayfo)? oA fF HAY Euva A7ANE A8 F4-eh: AgAe] @elrl
ojz: & $2) &QUsha YA AF e AA? g S 8 ATFES 2 eola.

o}3 <t gto)? W4 agz ST Fo) AR dvid F g8siagel] o} vzt
@4 & 27k Ad 9A & A ol gE 3 & "7 7] 3ol @2t § devnse.

eobx 7lve) 4k ojz: AR HE Fo £ GE FHE F4 AGE Msde Aax @

F 2R Fola? 83 AANELS AL &5 H2 Fof i 844
tya Yt ot ek E i Al 3ol

@2 A 2 4foliz 288 e § & UE shA upm 2
w7} ob Ak bk winc Agho] o @il e, d)etsica
Fol 9l 2lvh Byl Algho] A e 7l AAF =AXEY L.

d2le] F4 Ao g AL nEHAL
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LISTENING SECTION STRATEGIES

6. Finding the opini tral idea of what th i ing.
e e s s L Listen to spoken Korean from multiple sources as much as possible. Listen to Keo-

rean movies, drama, TV channels, radio and as many other listening sources as
you may find. If you have a native Korean friend converse with him/fher in Korean
about day to day topics. The more you practice listening, the better listener you

will become.



Listen for the main idea. It is usually found at the beginning of the listening pas-
sages, while the details are dispersed throughout the dialogue. The main idea will
give you understanding of what the conversation is about. Then you may listen for
details.

Learn to find how the ideas are presented in the listening passage. Some of the
main relations between ideas include cause/effect, compare/contrast, and steps in
a process.

Learn to listen for signal/hint words that indicate different part of the passage -
introduction, major steps, examples, conclusions, etc.

Build your vocabulary. While listening, try to guess the meaning of unfamiliar
words from context. It is very important since there is a big chance to come across
words you don't know at the real test. Then, you should guess their meaning.
Practice note-taking. Note-taking is allowed during all sections of TOPIK. Effective
note-taking may highly improve your performarnce. It is almost impossible to
memorize all clues and details provided in the Listening section. Therefore, to an-
swer the guestions you have to rely on what you remember from the passage and
your notes.

Summiarize in writing what you have heard, using your notes. Thus, you will learn
to find the purpose and main idea of the listening, and also the most important
details. Learning to take and use notes will also help in improving your writing
skills.

Familiarize yourself with the type of questions in TOPIK. Make sure that during the
preparation you learn what answers are required by the different types of question.

If you are familiar with the question types, you may save important time.

AT THE EXAM STRATEGIES

Forget about previous sections. Do not think about how you did in the other sec-
tion and how you could have done better. Now it is time to fully concentrate on
the Listening section.

The clock is ticking only when you are answering the questions and not when you
are listening to the passages. So, when you listen, forget about the clock.

Do not be distracted by the speaker’s accent, speaking style and delivery. Focus on
the content and flow of information the speaker(s) deliver.

Listen to find clues that will help you understand what the speaker's purpose, atti-
tude and degree of certainty is. Listen for words that show relationship between
ideas.

Try to understand the overall context and meaning of the conversation. Do not at-
tempt to understand every single word and grammar pattern.

In the later part of the listening section, two questions are based on one conver-
sation. Many test takers forget that and keep waiting for the next audio after an-
swering just one question. So be careful about that.

Take a guess. There is no penalty for an incorrect answer in TOPIK. It doesn't
bring any points. If you see you are running out of time, just take a guess and
mark answers for all remaining questions. There is 25 % chance to guess the right

arnswer.
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Chapter 5. Guide to TOPIK Writing

Writing section is one of the most important component in TOPIK. It measures
your ability to write in standard Kerean. From the July test they have removed writ-
ing section from Beginner level but it will still be there in the Intermediate-
Advanced level. The April test will have writing section in all three levels. There are
3 types of questions in TOPIK Writing section —
1. Multiple type questions (This type of questions will not be there from July
test) — In these questions you are asked to select correct/incorrect phrase/
sentence from the four options.
2. Short Answer questions — In these questions you don’t have any options to
choose the answer from. You have tasks like writing the phrase/sentence that
fits in the blank space appropriately, connecting the given phrases to make a
meaningful sentence have to make sentence etc.
3. Essay Writing task - Within the Essay Writing task you are asked to write an
essay on a given general question. The purpose of this Writing task is to mea-
sure your ability to state your opinions or express your comments on topics
which are based on your personal knowledge and experience. You should
also support your ideas and opinions with examples or details.
WRITING PREPARATION STRATEGIES
Build your vocabulary systematically. Develop a wordlist with new words and de-
vote time to learning these words, try to include them in your speaking and writing
practice systematically.

When you practice writing try to use a wide range of vocabulary and grammatical

structures. Do not fear to use new words and grammar patterns. That is a way to
learn them and use them appropriately. Using rich vocabulary and variety of gram-
mar is looked upon favorably by the raters.

Learn the essay structure very well and follow this structure closely in your practice

and in your real exam. The essay is comprised of three components: Intreduction,
body and conclusion. Each component has its important features.

Practice organizing your writing. Before starting your written response allow 2-3
minutes to make an outline of your essay. Do not worry that the time is running, a
good outline will save you lots of troubles and time while writing. The essay out-
line should include the major ideas for the paragraphs in 2-3 main phrases per
paragraph, as well as some examples and supporting details. Do not write com-
plete sentences, but some words and phrases that may help you follow that out-
line and add additional information to develop a well-organized and coherent
essay.

Learn to use transition (linking) words to switch between different ideas, add
information, provide examples, compare points, etc. Such words are: furthermore,
in addition, for example, for instance, on the other hand, to sum up, first, second,
etc.

Be time effective. At the beginning of your practice you may not comply with the
time for the particular writing task. However, each other time you write, try to get
closer to the time requirement for this task.

Monitor your own progress. Ask your tutor to evaluate your writings in accordance
with the appropriate TOPIK Writing Rubrics. For best accuracy, take TOPIK GUIDE
writing classes by professional TOPIK Teachers. You will be provided with



accurate and constructive feedback with guidelines on how to improve your writ-

ing and how to continue your TOPIK preparation.

For the independent writing task you will have to write on familiar topics. Make a
list with familiar topics and practice writing on each of them. Do not forget the

essay structure. Make an outline and follow it closely. State your opinion or pref-

erence and support it with examples and details.

AT THE EXAM STRATEGIES

Do not forget to allot some time before you start your response to organize your
writing - the outline. It will save you time and trouble. Follow it closely.

Pay attention to the time. Do not forget that you have limited time for both tasks. If
you have a minute left, do not move to the next section. Make a quick review on
what you have done. You may find errors and correct them.

Do not extend you writing well above 200 words for the independent task. For the
integrated task it is important that you write between 150 and 225 words.

Use appropriate signal and linking words to switch between ideas, to add infor-

mation, etc. That helps the reader to follow your writing easily.

R O R, O, P S SO S, O PO 0 G [ U, D PO U 0, A U O UK, T, 1 0 L
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Chapter 6. Guide to TOPIK Essay Writing

Most of the questions in TOPIK are multiple choice and objective type where there
is, clearly, only one correct answer. They don't even need a human to check if the
answers are right or wrong. Mostly OMR recognition software do the job. The diffi-
cult part for the test takers is answering the subjective type questions. In these
questions there is no ‘one correct answer’. Different persons can give different an-
swers and they all may be correct. Sometimes it is difficult to even say whether the
answer is right or wrong because it may be partially right and partially wrong.

This type of questions generally appear in the Writing section of TOPIK. And be-
lieve me, these are not difficult only for you. Evaluating this type of questions is a
difficult task for Examiners as well. As these questions are evaluated by real exam-
iners and not the machines, there are high chances of variation in evaluation
process depending upon the personality and mental status of the evaluator. And
that's why it confuses the test takers on what and how to write when answering
such questions so that it looks correct to the evaluator. Particularly, the Essay writ-
ing partis the most difficult of these subjective questions.

Most of the test takers have very little idea about what and how exactly the exam-
iners expect them to write in the essay. Do they want to check your grammar,
vocabulary or spelling? Do they want to test your writing skills, like - how beauti-
fully and logically you put your thoughts? Will using difficult words and complex
sentences get you more marks? Does your handwriting have any impact on your
score? There are many such questions that confuse the test takers, especially when

they appear in the test for the first time. Many people find themselves in a very



difficult situation when the topic of the essay is related to Korea. There are many Marking Division

Division Basis of Marking Mid T Low
people who think writing anything wrong about Korea or Koreans will fetch them High
1. Has S/he understood the given| 9-7 |6-4 3-1
poor marks. In this chapter, we will try to answer all these questions about TOPIK Content and task?
. Task Completion 2. Does the essay content have all
essay section. (9 Marks) the points -
NIIED, the organization that conducts the TOPIK test, has a fixed ‘model guideline’ 3. Is the essay content coherent?
for the evaluation and marking of the essay section of TOPIK. In this chapter, we Essay b l:xmm.l' m s ey i S 2
will explain that evaluation model. Here, we have taken the essay question of 25th m‘::rm & 2. Is the beginning and end proper?
: . . 3 Are the sentences structured in
TOPIK test (Q. No. 46) as an example and we will explain the evaluation system by (6 Marks) aproper and natural way?
giving detailed marking pattern of three model essays for all three levels- Beginner, 7|64 3-1
Intermediate and Advanced. Vocabulary| Has S/he used beginner

(6 Marks) | level vocabulary correctly?

Following is the model guideline that all the TOPIK evaluators have to follow, ac-

cording to NIIED:-

Has S/he written
Language Use Grammar

grammatically correct
(15 Marks) (6 Marks) s ”

9-7 |6-4 3-1

Spelling | Are spelling spacing €c
(3 Marks) | correct?

Total Marks

| think all the points are pretty clear. Still | will try to explain a little more. In the first
part they expect 3 things from you;
First, you have to understand what exactly they are asking you to write. It seems

quite obvious but many people do a mistake here. They just read the first line and



think they have got the question and start writing. Sometimes we don't know cer-
tain words in the question and just try to guess the topic. That's better than not
writing at all but reading the question a few times always makes your answer better.
Second, always make an outline of what you will be writing. Where you have a
choice to choose the subject of your essay always choose one that you know
enough about and avoid essay topics that may need difficult grammar and vocab-
ulary to write about. Think in advance which words and grammar patterns you will

th

need to write about that TOPIK. For example, let's see the essay question of 25

TOPIK:

Q46. T+&+ ¥ 150 " 3007 E =& 24HA 2. (303)

AYEL TTE VUT AEYN? 2 A4S E 4 DD AU 2 A4TE

HHA R st AU e ol auz A2 Aol ) 2L

Here, you have to write about ‘Someone you want to meet’. You can definitely write
that ‘I want to meet some nuclear scientist from my country’ or ‘| want to meet
Jesus Christ’ but these topics would most probably demand difficult vocabulary
and grammar patterns that you might not know. So it's always better to choose
something simple like ‘| want to meet an old friend/ my girlfriend/ my grandma’.
You know a lot about these people and it would not be difficult to write 10 simple
sentences about them.

Thirdly, if you read the question properly you will find that they always ask the

question in 2 or more parts and they want you to write something about all those

points in your essay; even a single sentence will do. For example, in this question
they ask you- 1) who is the person you want to meet? 2) Why do you want to meet
him/her? 3) What do you want to do when you meet him/her? It's very easy to for-
get one or more points when writing. So, always cross check whether you have in-
cluded all of them or not. You don't need to equally cover all of them. You may an-
swer any two points in just one or two sentences each and write the rest of the
essay about the other one point.

You must already be knowing the importance of coherence in a writing. Just try to
keep all your sentences connected and relevant, don't jump to a new topic sud-
denly. Make the transition between sentences and paragraphs smooth.

In the second part (Essay Development and Structure) they see whether the essay,
as a whole, looks natural or not. Here, the thing we want to emphasize is ‘Focus on
the beginning and closing of the essay’. Many a times, we are short of time and we
have to leave the essay in the middle; abruptly. That's not a good practice and can
cost you some good marks. When you know you don’t have time to write more, in-
stead of elaberating and giving details just write one or two finishing sentences
and stop. Those 1-2 sentences can get you 3-4 or more marks. For example a sim-
ple and good finishing sentence for this essay may be like:

AT(orwhoever)& 2] B2 4 ARB A or ZTAIEE F Y
2

= \
x4 or Wit Seldles 2 A2 R 5

Another important thing is - Don’t try to make your sentences too complex by

putting a number of grammar sentences. Most of language learners think long



sentences with many grammar patterns and difficult words will put a good impres-
sion on the examiner. But most of the times it's just opposite. Small and simple

sentences are natural and pleasant to read. For example:

A7t Ryn 4& Aol A Eoidiuct Eoiug dd A AR 2 Ay AN
E3 244t is much better than #| 7} @4z 2& A12e] Al ool EoiYE
dd A AE oA 4 Ea gk

In the third part, they check your real Korean language ability - the use of grammar,
vocabulary etc. Here again, don't think difficult words and grammar mean more
marks. The evaluation of TOPIK papers is not relative. So it dees not influence your
marks if someone else has written a really great essay with native Korean level
grammar and words. If you have written a good essay with proper use of beginner
level vocabulary and grammar, you can get full 20 marks. But yes, the sentences

should not be unnaturally simple and short. For example:

A A+ Utk A= o2 Uit A=AE D AU AVl E L
—’"]'Eul?-:’-:l :}. 2ol S8 23 Heuth
This type of unnaturally simple writing will probably not get you 30 marks even if it

has no mistakes.

1. TOPIK Essay Evaluation - Beginner Level

In the previous chapter, we looked at the evaluation system of TOPIK essay sec-
tion. Now it's time to understand it with real examples. We will start with the
Beginner Level. Here we have the essay question from beginner level of 25th
TOPIK and three model essays which were written by three different students. In
this chapter, we will see how the examiners evaluated and graded those papers.
Analyze the evaluation charts properly and try to find why one essay got more
marks than others. It will help you score better in TOPIK essay section.

Here is the essay question that came in beginner level of 25th TOPIK:

HHES STE SUD HEUTY O ABES o LD SELUT I ARS SHUA
S%S 5D ASLIT GI2E0| BLID H2 AR TISH AEAIR

BELOW IS THE FIRST MODEL ESSAY!



A AY Y A7 AF oFe] 4T YojA YEF R VUG

2 AFsn AF Yoz oopristed, A3 iz devd 2 ¥ Division Basis of Marking Division
2w 3ganune fhich 2e2EUaR FAY & ¢ AU ¥ Marking | Hich | Mid | Low
2 A& 2UE oA B4 o] oloprlstn 4R BE & Content and 9-7 | 6-4 3-1
Ag o f9¢ FFAAA AR AeUd. 2 AFE Ao Y AR Task
whd] 7k el B2 Ried, oldle wxe] E3da S4Y Completion 9
g AL L8 dEYch T AgE e R B A4Y AP B (9 Marks)
TE YR o5 #0acL Essay
And here is how the TOPIK examiners evaluated it: 6-5 4-3 2-1
Development
& Structure 5
(6 Marks)
Vocabulary| 6-5 | 4-3 2-1
(6 Marks) 6
ULatselanse Grammar |65 |43 | 2-1
(6 Marks) 5
(3 Marks) 2

Total Marks 27 Marks

SECOND MODEL ESSAY



Ae A AY Folste AT Wua YdFuch 2 AF oG & sepan

fhich ejAolel A 2] ¢4 Zol AU AE Feild MYES Division Basis' o | SR v g
o ggiguch shebzk A NAEES A ARSI ada e g Avl Marking | High | Mid | Low
gguch A stebzt 2u2adA Andeuch $2 tds oA A Content and 9-7 | 6-4 3-1
= §ol ag&Uch sxgk $8 AF duw e UF g & Task
27 DAE AT oYL oo o AF v 2en 2 g Completion 7
ol Jae) Zich ARAE B2 BAUG AR A WF U v (9 Marks)
21ojA] el 2|Aole] 7hA A G el Essay 6-5 4-3 2-1
And here is how the TOPIK examiners evaluated it: Dwel@ment
& Structure 4
(6 Marks)
Vocabulary | 6-5 | 4-3 | 2-1
(6 Marks) 4
{‘Iggmge Grammar |65 |43 | 2-1
3
(15 Marks) _(siehi{lai‘;?) 3 (2 |1
(3 Marks) 1

Total Marks 19 Marks

THIRD MODEL ESSAY:



Ae =22 ARYJUch A A0 FFYch adA AE Adds A

e Basis of Marking Division
ch= ghim 4ojR. o] Algte] AilolA AR FEMA. cl=e=Esin X Division .
B2 H7Y AFE @ola. o] Age] Wby wol s)7kn Poja. 2] Marking | High | Mid | Low
3 o] Aok 27E WeR Aol Uz okt AEE F9 HFAY Content and 9-7 | 6-4 3-1
siuck S ob Holfhvich 2] ol Zugnda, 2] ohwA Task
AL AT Foha. Completion 4
And here is how the TOPIK examiners evaluated it: (g Marl{S)
Essay 65 | 4-3 | 2-1
Development
& Structure 3
(6 Marks)
Vocabulary | 6-5 | 4-3 2-1
(6 Marks) 2
g;‘g“age Grammar | 6-5 | 43 | 2-1
(15 Marks) —g;;{l?;?) 5 5 12
(3 Marks) 1

Total Marks 12 Marks




2. TOPIK Essay Evaluation - Intermediate Level

In this chapter, we have 3 sample INTERMEDIATE level ( &35 ) essays and we
will see how they are evaluated and marked by examiners. Analyze the evaluation
charts properly and try to find why one essay got more marks than the other two. It
will help you make your TOPIK essay better and get a better score.

Here is the essay question that came in the Intermediate level of 25th TOPIK:

¥ [45] TH2-2 9] 400 " 600A E S 24 A9, (30F)

45 de{E2 oF gofA FT AFUA? D o]lfs FHUUM A ET 22

Lolgls AR o= & 24AN0. 2 oo AANT J&o] B xH=o]o} Gt}
dm AL JLod I
A2 ZPoAM &=z 427

And below is the first model essay:

A258 FFFHAY (FF) FEY T34 A4 44

uirh 4 Al [ visl delst el Wi Ae Rdolch Y2 YE P B2 dadd
o 7S gksbAl @ ¢ gl glow $oh 2D AL W Kol Bel 42 Ayed FAn
4 ofYE 3olo} g,

v by visia & Y& daticha A EE ted & U§ At Aug 4 YeluE o4
uA B Yoy Pr 4 oY ol si7 wWeld £ i Kon Ui AL HE BAG

GEYE | U@ B ohu AR Al b4 WaA 4PE AUS 8] dBe el AR o
B g UUE AN Yds ANPud ANG 9 Dat 4 4 Y 29 P 42 Y 29
2 ol9E el MY ¢ S Zold Ut Bopysh X ok Peltich shge] Lo Yol
2% & 4 43 Rold HUS A4E BASE =0 4 U
4 oo4 B8 A HE FAE Dol W} UHE 222 A RA ¥ 42 Yok P& Ae
He 4 Uol UAAS Qoo Yy YA vl P& Aciel At Baol e
T
F# a4 27 - P -
W8 o A | D 2ol 2t 24 e QuBAEM 9-6§ | o-3¥ | 2-19
29 |2 40 e e 2% Tyt e i
G |3 des Frex g Easdre
o g |V B9 A SRAT Aasn Fyugen 6-5% | 39 | 21
aa | | 2989 e g g NN FyRRER
oy | P2 EES vRE AU wusgesy 53
0 g pel Aol At AA2AE
off |27 489 A48 G982 AUHA g8 |33 3-23 13
wd | aem 23
ol AH &9 |eduez §ve £3e: @8 Ty | 5o4d 3-23 13
023 s |m 5%
EE] 23 13
2o
oy | 2. Hetan gal cuet wem e
ARG | Fold B0l SeluE oA 8 BEFAA Fas, —0 23 1y
A% [ 7ol oln, 24 49 BT UMES AN @2 Bl | oo
G | AR o BY BABE FAHALN
3 254
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And here is the third and last model essay: #2538 @FojFEAY (FF) AEY T8 A3 A

Wb 43 de o] 2gstan optate YUoh sl MnUA «EA Qo 4 r2L el
Hed.

A8t 4 Yol YW 2E2A WAL Yook PAM shabrA @A Yobal AelA 088 WY A
3 getta Ney | s ¢ g 2] Mg A48 G

e ¥ o3 SGUd, ¢S48e Fia g AT Nt P4 AGA 28

wAue
A de $0R $RA 424U GRE Peied,
W g 2% MR, Fude 1750 2ol Yo s SUE OF ¢ U+ Ao golA
£ 49 4 Ao WA AR ¥asA Bl
W7 AR ge el @R Utk Pl HAE AN WUAE ARG UF 4 A4 4% 9 3
A mesich
i T
22 Y 2A 3 ¥
WE R A | D29 A4 24 38 BASdER 9-63 | 6-3¥ [ 2-19
449 |2 ANE Yes 2F Euna gk -
98) |3 AEe FEHD SUsA Bundesh
as wq |V 9 A%A SRS AusA Pysseoh 653 | 4~3¥ | 219
ae |28 ded ud gug A sk
cu | P 7 EOS gRe uus wpsgeh 13
8w ge del Yustel AL
A% | 3% @9 oG cYsa Ausa e —Y 3-23 13
@d | 2en 13
def A4 2y | eysder gvie pyoe @8 Fasue | 5-4¥ 3-23 13
(2 (53 717 19
e B 3% 23 13
agy | 23 o127 ol clued sk i
33 2y 13
Agigdoity | Foja o] Eaiups oty B EN(FeIM BUH,
A% | Fol o, 2a} 4%, W& GMES AHESA Ga Leld W
GE) | %S oA By BUES FAHdER
23 74
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3. TOPIK Essay Evaluation - Advanced Level

In this chapter, we have 3 TOPIK Advanced level sample essays and the complete
break-up of their evaluation and marking. Analyze the evaluation charts properly
and try to find why one essay got more marks than the other two. It will help you
make your TOPIK essay better and get a better score.

Here is the essay question that came in the Advanced level of 25th TOPIK:

[44) Se¢ g3 7007800AE =& 2442 (303)
44 GHEL AT Foeladm AUz zEa Z=HE AFE oF7
A D as Fe] Foielaln BN uYA? olgt R A BelE Hege
2, olelof] AA ¢ U ge] 25 =g=lcjol it

<7t BZse 4F T8>
(1) A7+ dzZste 4 Folw T2
(2) 2AF o] ¥7] A Yod AL FALA?

»

(3) 2 olfE FAYUN?

rd

And below is the first model essay:
TOPIK Advanced Essay Evaluation 1

A)253 FFoFHAY (2F) FEY F84 AA AA

# THAE 449
AQEE £4 B2 @ol 2ol AN ANE Pi F ANYSL QYR VD LOYLE VoIl
oMRE B8 APIGD PG}, BAY Y YTI@ BUol} Aud N DY Aol
ohd Aol VYL ARRANE A, F ) VA YFoluR Ve, A Poist US
o A8 S S0 JEGY HRE MEE -7 2ole aNel & YEAY VIR Fu¢
<,
WA Bree MEE oI skl $4 el WY Peld ¥ 4 AP GNSA B B U4l
paun gols) Weh y@AAA £S48 FUM b uGAM FAFE HA3 AAAAE Foch
Ui glo] suer Atteie cisdsl Algatevc AAFAUM7) Salel 2 AR 4FE U4
HAHE | g nod mue SES Ysd wdel YA vtiol 22 UEE 4 ¢ UG gV
28n REA gRow 9 42oew HPE ol s PIE YL FAANE Bol w4
ol M 4 GemE Ut 4N 56 U4 P9 4NNE U U Pae Felan 4
SF 8% Pounn AFHo] Mol RE UF SUA AUDY AV DA Eed BHO0E B
2es WR Puoled el o K9l § AAE Sdu Be 930 UGN LLAG Yoo s
R A WA S5 @ ¢ AR BE UG Bd ol § 4 Uou 4 ¢dol FuTE Y
2 2153 fon PUNSE ¢ GA o 494 ¥ @ YGW 2zolel WE VA sieisl Aol
n grigc.
TEL]
e a3 27 = - Cn
f-634 5=3 2=1
m—— :::-n FA4 9A d& Gandan T4 el d9nA sad
F9 o) wue gas FaNes s T
BF | ge8 Fren cyns susaed
=54 4=34 =1
@9 A | an Aus cleag A Fasdes
72 | D wsn wadq e £0E MUN FYnAEs -
(3] N W@ el adel adse AdadEA
A AT 229 ANE AYHT AumA Agng I | 328 | W
“n &7 e
54w | 3-z8 | 1w
2ol A1 ey
oriz Pech EuNos @ME BB B4 FUHYEI e
ET) 23 [
wad "
ol 284, Holmsl Fol ot Bl =
i | D #% BEA e GAT FAREEA 39 | 29 | 19
A o |2 R0 Bgel salE sy B9 BUEE oA, 24 4,
::m BE Y FIS AN @ o AU SHY $Y EUuE | 39
Faptiaen
+4 b3
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MNext is the second model essay and it's marking break-up:

AAAC B8 00 el Auusl 495E GHNE ATH Jek B, A8 A0E oF
ANE YAE dFelnin 4un8n E o9 AlHE YNsA UG APeina v a9dd
Aol Foierl? Wk dushe APE Hilo] HRYE Y clfste el de] Fase ¥
& YBg 22 YUY wol vaRe 2y 9§ s dd, ae] shn JAD Yol £¢ 2 Y&
gena 2ALHE LUHY 3 A0E P49 FHAD et 4PlY i nelR He
o sjim AAAAE TUH7) N Aolda Y g

olglgh 48| YB& oF7] delol: AN FEsE AeUe] Rasich §-4. Azl sHa dE
& Fedoln AF 2 Y& Ha dedx ¢ o 42d vl AUL chgo] g, UE HUAM 2

SRR | oc Cnm Red, pRvol a2 WA, 29 B Pob BE BN 2 oA, ¢ ¥ 2E
§ 4 wAe 284 A9 W) H2 48 9§ REER 228 HAR LAY D02 sl e,
a4ge ool REE N AG Jedel Wasd, ATEE TH VYL Lwo] GEd 27
shiteldh, AP oA Ak 2E Umx god s GE HEE BUR 8] YPoln, B, 4ud
el AS Fepold vlaq GE BRUY. 22D YFA At ALY B eA 488 28 A
Hehe 4717 W4 ARHG € APE BeNe 48 A4S AAGE 45 Ub Ad, A2
saie) Bhadd Wold Ausn Ui Yol U AF A%M wald FUE 94 Qg 4
Aok W Hejci,
e 7
» A% &
¥ * | =] %
G-64 =3y 2=13
PSP :ﬂiﬂ 74 A 2@ eanded 34 Weel 496A S 5
;:, 2 MU A4S FANSE ANYALH 61
D W8 BrHn a9 RUsAE
6-54 | 4-a8 | 2-1%
29 2A | D @8 A4 e ANeA PYAEN
F2 |2 des 84 g8 F0g Ay FYsREs .
®W | D we a8l dadel QU Hdasl e
olgl 2% 429 oNg dusa AUNA Aenw |0 | 320 | 1Y
Lk} ] 33
5~43 | 3-21 13
Qo g -
a2 Pl 542z e 2928 24 FAHRLA 33
an 23 13
way
P W, Heiny) Fo| siyd wr) 23
Audoigy | P T 234 2b E4G Falabol et |__3d 24 13
[P 7N B30l SauE day Bu RAEES of, 24 A9,
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And here is the third and last model essay:
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Chapter 7. TOPIK Grammar & Vocabular e e o) €
ik « Y 7F: o] AL F-slQiy 7}

In grammar and vocabulary { ({2 & =& ) section, they test your under- ]__1, B | )(ﬂ LI l:]-_
standing of important Korean grammar patterns, words and their usage. In the
beginner level, most of the grammar patterns and words are the ones that you will

need to communicate in day to day situations. So studying the grammar and

vocabulary from the normal textbooks will also help beginner level test takers. But 1 _?-.ﬁ-
in Intermediate and Advanced levels some of the grammar patterns are of very high
2) Abs}

levels and they are used frequently, even by Koreans. You also need to memorize
some advanced level vocabulary, idioms, proverbs etc. You won't find some of

some of these grammar patterns and vocabulary in even your intermediate and ad-

vanced level textbooks. So you need to study them especially for TOPIK. a 4
&) *r—=
The most common types of questions in the TOPIK reading section are as fol- Z
lowing:
1. Fill the blank with appropriate vocabulary (noun, verb, adjective, adverb etc).
2. Finding the synonyms (similar words)
H 2Hd Z3E o] UM aFo] ( ). (33)
D elgict @ =2t} 3 et D Qrdsj 1S S ol oopE A ok ek (4%
D D B @ WA @ WX



7} o] ZHaFE AREEk sia?
v 29. ( ) H 8.,
D A% 2 M% 3 uF] = @ siole

3. Finding the antonyms (opposite words)

258 394 FAL A% Y vtk G

D "\ @ sk @ dYy# @ FAE
7b: 255 Akl 9H Ugiyzg?
L} oft] Q. ( ) vl
D = @ = @ A @ 7H

4. Finding the appropriate grammatical particle ( = A} )

g Folhrh A7 ) Folgrh
@ @ = @ ol A4 @ &

5. Choosing the phrase with most appropriate grammar pattern and fill in the

blanks. In this type of questions you generally have to find the correct sentence

etc.) or connector

ending  (  QO{Q/= AICHCID BCH
2| o=, -2, -=0letc.).

7h: EMgtel 1 Hol7h SR
v sHgZel ( ) Golz 4 dlgrut,
(D slojok 2 sieH| @ UAE @ slen}

b qdol 9% @At
U oujekal e, Ad HAE ( )

D U @ Heras
@ 8 FAAL @ s}A @ols

r

1
\-.

7h: gAlo) sl
th: L ( ) & ek

D wAAt @ gl A @ ugloiA @ ukglojok
6. Finding the incorrect word or grammar pattern. Here they generally test your

understanding of honorifics [like adding — A] to the verb or using specific hon-

orifics words ( S A| Xt FEF]A|CH etc) when talking with older people] and



words that change in irregular way (like SCt—- 02, 20C-20, 20t -
etc.).
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Grammar Section Strategies

1. Make your own Grammar and Vocabulary list. Write the grammar patterns and
vocabulary that you don’t know. Make this notebook your bedtime book for at least
1 week before the test. Make sure to have a look at the list every day.

2. Don't just write the grammar patterns, words and their explanation. Write an
example sentence in front of every entry. Take the help of Naver dictionary and
other sites to find example sentences. You can also write one simple sentence that
describes that word or grammar in your mother tongue.

3. Write similar grammar patterns together. Bx: 2| [R=2 0l - This grammar pat-
tern is used to describe reason (Similar patterns- QL&E/H A& -LITF )

4. Similarly make a Synonyms & Antonyms list for words.

5. Some words often come together. Write them as a single phrase instead of writ-
ing as two separate words. (Bc O|4& 2 FCH Z2E JICH )

6. Memorize counting units for different objects.

7. Make a list of Irregular words and understand how they change with various
grammar patterns. ( &t - &g SC--SHE )

8. Memorize specific honorific words like SE|CF =R AICH SAICH B4, 28
etc.

g. For Intermediate-Advanced levels, you will alse need to memorize common

proverbs, idiomatic expression, onomatopoeia etc.



How to Improve your Korean Vocabulary

In this chapter, we will learn some great methods to improve our Korean Vocab-
ulary.

1. Make Word Lists

Word lists and Flash cards are most widely used Vocabulary learning metheods. Ei-

ther make a two column table with Korean words in one column and their mean-
ings in the other (you can also add more columns like example sentence etc)) or
make flash cards with Korean words on one side and their meanings on the other.
Review these words regularly (at least once a week) and mark the words that you
still haven't learned completely. While reviewing give special attention to these
marked (difficult) words. With time these difficult words will also go to your
permanent memory and then you can unmark them. Even if you think you have
completely learned a list it's better to review it once in a while. Make a separate list
of difficult words you often forget and review it more frequently. You can also con-

sider making your own personal dictionary.

2. Look up Dictionary

Always keep a dictionary handy and look up for words you don’t know. Try to get
rid of the habit of finding an alternative way of expressing yourself when you don’t
know (or can’t recall) the appropriate word. Looking up dictionary may be a boring
task but it really helps in long term. Personally, | prefer online dictionaries of Naver
and Daum over paper and electronic dictionaries as these online dictionaries give
you much more information. Looking up dictionary is even better than asking a

teacher or a Korean because when you see dictionary you don't learn only one word

but several related word and phrases as well.

3. Learn Words in Context

Words are rarely used alone. They are used in a context and with other words,

phrases and grammar patterns. Just knowing the meaning of a word is not enough:;

you need to know ‘who’, ‘where’, “when’ and ‘how’ of the word. Otherwise there are

good chances that you will use them incorrectly. There are words that are used with

particular people, at particular time and situations and in a particular way. Using

any of these aspects of the word in a wrong way may create an embarrassing situ-

ation for you. So when you learn words try to get as much information as you can

about the context in which it's used.

4. Learn related words

When you learn a word, try to writeflearn other words/phrases that are frequently

used with it. For example, If you look up dictionary for the word * &2 ’ you will

find the meaning as ‘(very) much, far, a lot’ But you can’t use * a ’ for every

“far’, ‘much’, or ‘a lot’. if you read example entries you will find that this word is

most frequently used with "B =}’ “t4" and adjectives to show comparisons. Also

learn  various  possible forms of a word. For example -
e - ofBU} o R etc This type of additional information

will help you learn the appropriate use of the words.

t. Make Asscciations

Make associations and connections between the new words you learn and words/

things you already know. For example, some word may sound like something dif-
ferent/funny/interesting in your mother tongue. Or, some words mind remind you

of something. Funny and weird associations are QK. In fact, they are better. You



can also use Mnemonic (a memory trick used to remember things) to improve
your vocabulary retention. Connect words with images, people or events around

you, convert them into rhymes/poems etc.

6. Review and Practice

We need frequent exposure to a word, either by listening, speaking, reading or writ-
ing, to learn it permanently. Research says words need 20-30 repetitions/reviews to

move to our permanent memory. Use the new words you learn as much as you can

even if you are doubtful about its correct use. Just play with the words; use them in

different combinations. Take risks. Mistakes and blunders are okay; they make us

learn things. And in fact the funny mistakes are the most interesting thing about
learning a foreign language. Aren’t they?

7. Mix Words with your Mother Tongue

Using the foreign language words in sentences in one's mother tongue can also be

a good technique to learn and practice words; and it's fun. For example you learned

the word * ofjmt} (Beautiful)'. You can practice it with sentences like These
Flowers arereally <f¥¥8c} . It might sound weird but it can helps you memorize
some really difficult words.

8. Read Extensively

Reading a lot is the BEST way to enhance vocabulary in any language. Reading ex-

poses us to a wide range of vocabulary in various contexts. The important thing

here, is to select a reading material that interests you and suits your level otherwise

you will give up very soon. No one likes to lock up dictionary 10 times to under-

stand a single sentence. There are plenty of reading material — newspapers, comics,

stories, blogs - available in Korean language on internet. Read what you like to read

the most and note down the new and interesting words and phrases you come
across. It's also a good method to read the English (or your mother tongue) ver-
sion of a big news first and then read the Korean version. Now you already know
the news story, you just have to focus on the language they use to convey it.

9. And the most important method is to DEVELOP YOUR OWN BEST VOCAB-
ULARY LEARNING METHOD



Chapter 8. Ultimate Strategies for TOPIK Preparation

STEP I: UNDERSTAND THE TEST

1. Analyze Past TOPIK Papers — It's the first and most important step to get famil-

iar with the test. This self-study package includes last 10 TOPIK papers and their
solutions. Pick any one paper and go though it; from start to end to see what the
test is like. Check all the sections of the paper and try to understand what Korean
language skills they are trying to test.

2. Get deep into the Test structure - Your success in TOPIK depends a lot on how
well you understand the test structure. When going through past papers try to
understand the pattern of the test, what kind of questions are being asked? What
type of grammar and vocabulary is being tested? What type of essay topics are
being given for writing? Are there grammar patterns, vocabulary and essay topics
that are being repeated. These are the things you need to look for when analyzing

the papers.

STEP 11: PREPARE YOURSELF

3. Take Mock Tests - Take a set of TOPIK papers and set the timer and take a real
time mock TOPIK test. | can't stress this enough that taking mock TOPIK tests is
the best way to prepare yourself for the TOPIK. Since you haven't just started pre-
paring for the test yet you will find very difficult when taking the mock test. You
might feel frustrated in the middle and may get an urge to give up and see the an-
swers. But don't do that. Solve all the sections of the paper in the given time. If

you are not able to finish all the questions of a section in the given time, just make

your best guess, mark all the remaining questions and move on to the next sec
tion. While doing the listening section, don’t play the audio tape again if you don't
understand something. Don't lose your confidence, keep solving the paper; you
are not in the exam hall now. It's just the first step to prepare yourself for the real
test.

4. Analyze your strong and weak points — After finishing the paper, take a little rest
and then check your answers with the given answer sheet. See which sections were
easy for you and which were difficult. What kind of questions did you find tricky or
time consuming? What were the grammar patterns and vocabulary that you didn't
know?

5. Make a List of Grammar and Vocabulary you don’t know — Take a notebook and
make a list of all the grammar patterns and vocabulary from the test you don't
know. There will be many grammar patterns that you have studied but are a little
confused about. Note all of them. This list will keep growing as you solve more
papers. But then you will exactly know what you have to work on. Once you goal is

clear, more than half of preparation is done.

STEP 111! STUDY FOR SUCCESS

6. Work on your pace and time management — Most of the students don't take this
seriously and regret |later. Maintaining a pace and managing the time between dif-
ferent sections of the test is very important. When solving the test paper, be aware
of the time limit for each section and budget enough time for each question so
you do not have to rush at the end. It is a good idea to check the dock periodically

to monitor progress.



7. Learn to Take Notes — Taking notes of impertant points and information is very
important in Listening and Reading section. In TOPIK test taking notes is allowed
in all the sections. You can take notes in your own language and can use them
when answering. Learn to take notes of information like numbers, time, central
idea, speakers, place of conversation, context etc.

8. Learn how to write a Korean Essay - Practice the essay part as much as you can.
Writing section is the most difficult part for many test takers. But actually this is a
section where you can score really high. For practice what you should do is to
write essays on various topics, including the ones from past TOPIK papers. When
you start practicing the essay, don’t worry about time. Begin by taking as long as
necessary to write a good essay. Once you are able to write a good essay, start tim-
ing yourself and getting faster at it. Always make sure that your essays covers all
the points asked in the questions and that it has 3 necessary elements of any good
essay — A clear Introduction, The Body (A detailed supporting paragraph), and a
good ‘Condusion’ paragraph.

9. Work on Grammar and Vocabulary — This study package contains grammar and
vocabulary lists for all the levels. Study them and practice by making new sen-
tences using them. Remember that the lists are not exhaustive. So, always refer to
‘The difficult Vocabulary & Grammar List’ you made (Tip No. 5) and add them.

Use Naver Dictionary and other online resources to find further explanation of a

grammar pattern and example sentences.
10. Build up your stamina - TOPIK is a 3 hour long test and you need to have good
level of concentration for 3 hours to score well. Most of the students have an

attention span of about 60 or go Minutes. This is the maximum length of most

classes. After this amount of time performance starts to weaken. If you keep your
study sessions to one or two hours, your brain will not be prepared to work for
three. Start off with short study sessions, and work up to longer ones. It is abso-
lutely necessary that you get a good night's sleep before this test. You cannot af

ford to be tired.

STEP 111! ASSESS YOURSELF

11. Take Real TOPIK Test: Even when you know that you are not well prepared for
it, just for the sake of practice, take the TOPIK test. The real test will give you an
opportunity to assess your progress. You will also be able to understand if you
have any problem with a specific section of the test or if you are able to manage
the time or not and you can work on those problems later.

And the most important thing is to Practice, Practice and Practice!

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn



Chapter 9. Ultimate TOPIK Test Day Tips

In the previous chapter, we learnt how we can prepare for TOPIK test in an effective
and efficient manner. In this part we will be discussing what kind of precautions

you need to take in the exam hall and what is the right way to attempt the TOPIK
papers.

Don't bring anything to Exam Hall except your admit card and a pen Many test tak-
ers bring colorful pendils, gel pens, sharpener, eraser, ruler and even books and

dictionaries sometimes. But generally last time study of vocabulary and grammar
don’t make you any good, it will only stress you up; so leave those bulky books and

notes behind in your book shelf and instead relax your brain when you are waiting

to hear the start bell. Probably they will not allow any stationary into the exam hall.
You have to color the OMR answer sheet with a spedial pen that they will provide

you. If you make any mistake and want to change your answer, you just have to
raise your hand and the invigilator will come to you and remove the wrong mark
with whitener.

1. Attempt Every Question - Never leave a question un-attempted. As TOPIK has a
multiple-choice question pattern and it has no negative marking scheme, you have
nothing to lose even if you mark all the questions wrong. Eliminate all of the an-
swers you know are wrong and then make an educated guess. If you see you are
running out of time, just take a guess and mark answers for all remaining ques-
tions. There is 25 % chances to guess the right answer. Do not leave any question

un-attempted.

2. Concentrate on the Current Question Only - When you finish a question or

section, try to put it out of your mind. Whether you are reading, listening, or an-
swering a question, put all of your concentration on the task at hand. Do not think
how you answered other questions. (This is a habit that can be learned through
practice.)

3. Don't spend too much time on difficult questions - They intentionally put some
difficult or tricky questions in the middle of the paper. Don’t waste too much time
on them, just make a smart guess and move on. If you have time remaining in the
end you can come back to them.

4. If possible, try to do the writing essay question first- |t is a good strategy in the
writing section. If you write the essay in the beginning, you write it better because
in the end you are in hurry and you can't get good ideas and you also make many
mistakes. When you finish it in the beginning you feel relaxed that you have com-
pleted a big part of the paper and you can concentrate properly on rest of the
paper. But even if you don’t de it in the beginning, at least read the essay question
and give 1-2 minutes to make an outline of the essay in your mind. Organize your
ideas in points. It will make you feel relaxed that you have the ideas and in the end
you just have to pen thern down.

t. Don’t color the answer sheet after every question- This is a very important tip. If
you experiment while solving TOPIK papers, you will realize that you can save a few
minutes if you color the answer sheets after solving every 8-10 questions rather
than coloring it after solving every single question. So just mark the answer on the
question paper itself and color the answer sheet when you have got a good no. of
answers piled up. Be carefull Make sure you are marking the circles of right an-

SWers.



6. Don’t jump on conclusion after just reading the first option- The answer options
in the TOPIK papers are really tricky. Sometimes all of the answer seem correct. So
make sure to read all the given options and choose the most appropriate one.

7. Read the Instructions very carefully- Especially for the questions with “Choose
the right/wrong.” Sometimes students just see the first option, they finds it per-
fectly right and mark it while what they were supposed to do was to choose the
Wrong one.

8. Don’t think about your girlfriend /boyfriend during Listening Section — Losing
your concentration for only a few seconds may spoil a good part of your listening

paper. So just close your eyes and concentrate on the sounds. It really helps to

read the question and answer options before you hear the question text. All the
question are repeated so if you finished a question early, utilize the remaining time
to read the next question in advance. But if you have slightest doubt about your an-
swer always listen the second time as well.

g. Be careful about listening questions that have two or more questions - In the later
part of the listening section, sometimes more than one questions are based on one
text. So be careful and read the instructions carefully.

10. Take notes while listening the text- Sometimes data and facts come in the lis-

tening conversations that you can't remember later while solving the questions. So
keep taking small notes of them. You can also use this technigue while solving the

long paragraph questions in Reading Section.

11. Always use the plain or formal/polite form of sentence ending- In the essay writ-
ing section of Intermediate and Advanced level you should always write in Plain

diary form ( i th/=t} ). Beginner level test takers can use the formal polite

ending ( =Ygt ). Never use the casual spoken form ( e} g /el g )or
lower form ( o}je] ) of language.

12. Make a strategy in advance which section to attempt first - There is no single
strategy that works for everyone. While solving TOPIK papers during preparations,
analyze which strategy works best for you. Some students prefer to solve a partic-

ular section or type of questions first.
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Chapter 10. TOPIK Instructional Video Content facebook.com/topikguide
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- www.youtube.com/topikeguide

Below are the exclusive access links to TOPIK instructional videos hosted on
YouTube. You can go to the video lessons by dicking on these links. For your
convenience we have categorized the videeos into 6 playlists. If you don't have ac-
cess to YouTube and need files for offline viewing, please let us know.

1. New TOPIK Intermediate-Advanced Level - Introduction + Writing Section

2. New TOPIK Intermediate-Advanced Reading - Solution & Analysis

3. New TOPIK Intermediate-Advanced Listening - Solution & Analysis

4. New TOPIK Sample Paper Solution & Analysis - Beginner Listening

5. New TOPIK Sample Paper Solution & Analysis - Beginner Reading

6. 23rd TOPIK Paper Solution & Analysis - Beginner Grammar & Vocabulary
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